
Independence Day 1809

Saturday, July 4th �t 10am - 6pm

at Van Cortlandt Manor, Croton-on-Hudson

Follow us on Twitter! HHValley
www.hudsonvalley.org   
Subscribe online to our e-newsletter, read our blog, and follow us on Twitter!

Historic Hudson Valley is a network of six historic sites in Sleepy Hollow Country and the Great Estates Region, including 
Washington Irving’s Sunnyside; Kykuit, the Rockefeller estate, a National Trust historic site; Philipsburg Manor; The Union 
Church of Pocantico Hills; Van Cortlandt Manor; and Montgomery Place Historic Estate. Educational programs are made 
possible through the generous support of individuals, foundations, corporations, and government agencies.

INDEPENDENCE DAY at Van Cortlandt Manor

In the words of John Adams, 

“The Second Day of July 1776 will be the most 

memorable Epocha, in the History of America. I am 

apt to believe that it will be celebrated, by succeeding 

Generations, as the great anniversary Festival. It ought 

to be commemorated, as the Day of Deliverance by 

solemn Acts if Devotion to God Almighty. It ought to 

be solemnized with Pomp and Parade, with Shews, 

Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfi res and Illuminations 

from one End of this Continent to the other from this 

Time forward forever more.”

Even though the Declaration of Independence was 

drafted by July 2nd, it was not until July 4th that the 

Continental Congress voted to ratify the document.  

Declaring our independence was one thing but to win 

it quite another. It took seven long years before the 

American Revolution came to an end. The war raged 

all over the colonies, including New York’s Hudson 

River Valley. The Manor of Cortlandt was located in 

what was known as the “Neutral Ground,” an area 

which fell between British-held New York City and the 

Patriot-held Upper Hudson Valley. The Van Cortlandts, 

who sided with the American cause, were forced to 

abandon their home in 1777 and were not able to 

return until the conclusion of the war.

There was much work to be done when the Van 

Cortlandts returned to the Manor in 1783. But as the 

years slipped by and old wounds were forgotten, 

Americans celebrated Independence Day in earnest 

as the fi rst national holiday. Celebrations were held in 

towns, villages, and cities all over the nation. Today 

you are going to see what a typical celebration might 

be like in a small community in the early 1800s. The 

locals would process to the church, tavern, or village 

square and hear patriotic speeches and music, see 

militiamen march and celebrate the day with food, 

dance, toasting, and games. 

The speeches, music and toasts, as well as the order 

of the procession, have been drawn from newspaper 

accounts published in communities near by the Manor 

of Cortlandt during the early national era. We hope 

you will join us in the procession, cheer with us as we 

make toasts to the day, and raise you voices in song 

as we celebrate America’s Independence as it was 

celebrated in the Early National Era.

S U N D AY,  A U G U S T  0 9  |  1 2  –  6 P M

River Day
at Van Cortlandt Manor
Take a boat-ride and celebrate our relationship to the river in the late 18th 
and early 19th centuries. Hands-on activities include fi shing, hearth cooking, 
and brick making, plus modern boat building with several organizations. 
Visitors can enjoy on-water opportunities, music, picnic food, and storytelling. 



Manor
House

Manor
Office

Gardens
Visitor
Center

Tenant
Farm House

Ferry
House

Blacksmith
Shop

The Long Walk

Alba
ny 

Post
 Road

Croton River

50 1000
f e e t

Ri
ve

rs
id

e 
Av

en
ue

Gate

Orchard

N

Van Cortlandt Manor

d	 As a courtesy to our guests, please refrain from smoking while on the grounds of Van Cortlandt Manor.

	 We encourage you to take photographs of our lovely grounds, but please help us protect our historic  
	 collections by not taking photographs inside the buildings. Many thanks for your cooperation.
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10:00-1:30

Children’s Games & Activities [1]

10:30-11:00	

18th–Century Country Dancing [1]

11:00-11:30	

Performance: “Dawn’s Early Light” [2]

11:15-12:00	

Drill with Doughty’s Artillery [3]

12:00-12:20	

Opening Ceremony: Cannon Shot, Declaration 
of Independence [2]

12:30-1:00	

Storytelling with Jim Keyes [4]

1:30-2:00	

Drill with Doughty’s Artillery [4]

2:00-2:30	

Parade & Grand Ceremony
Parade assembles in front of Manor House [5] and 
proceeds to Ferry House [2] for ceremony.

At the conclusion of the Grand Ceremony, please join 
us in singing the 1790s song “Adams & Liberty” to the 
familiar tune of “The Star-Spangled Banner.” 
See lyrics below

2:30-3:00	

18th–Century Country Dancing [4]

3:00-6:00	

Children’s Games & Activities [1]

3:00-3:30	

Storytelling with Jim Keyes [4]

3:30-4:00	

Performance: “Dawn’s Early Light” [2]

4:00-4:30	

18th–Century Country Dancing [1]

Schedule of Activities

1

 	 Restrooms

	 Shop 

   	 Food/Beverages

	 Picnic Area

Ye sons of COLUMBIA, who bravely have fought, 

For those rights, which unstained from you Sired had descended,

May you long taste the blessings your valour has brought,

And your sons reap the soil which your fathers defended.

Mid the reign of mild peace,

May your nation increase,

With the glory of Rome and the wisdom of Greece;

And ne’er may the sons of COLUMBIA be slaves,

While the earth bears a plant, or the sea rolls its waves.

In a clime, whose rich vales feed the marts of the world,

Whose shores are unshaken by Europe’s commotion,

The Trident of Commerce should never be hurled

To incense the legitimate powers of the ocean.

But should Pirates invade,

Though in thunder array’d,

Let your cannon declare the free charter of TRADE.

For ne’er shall the sons of COLUMBIA be slaves,

While the earth bears a plant, or the sea rolls its waves.

Lyrics to Adams & Liberty

Historic Buildings Open: 10:00-1:30 & 3:00-6:00


