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Objectives 
             Students will: 
1. Learn about the pervasiveness of slavery in New York and at Philipsburg Manor 
2. Understand the human dimensions of enslavement  
3. Gain an appreciation of why and how the enslaved community and others responded to the institution 

of slavery 
 

Included in This Packet:  
Pre-visit essay for teachers 
Pre-visit essay for students 
 

Class Procedures 
Hand out the reading “Understanding the Enslaved World in New York.” and ask the students to read it for 
homework. Also, distribute the statements below and ask students to be prepared to use evidence from the 
reading to defend or refute them. 
 

· The principle reasons that slavery took root in the colony of New York were economic in na-
ture. 

· African cultural practices and traditions did not survive the passage from Africa. 
· The enslaved community did not play a significant role in the development of the colony of 

New York. 
· The system of slavery in the colonial New York was kinder and gentler than the system of slav-

ery practiced in the South. 
· Resistance to enslavement in the colonial north was almost non-existent. 
· The main reason that slavery came to an end in the North was due to moral objections to the in-

stitution. 
 

The Visit to Philipsburg Manor 
Upon arrival, students will be broken up into groups of fifteen or less. Each group will work with an edu-
cator as they visit the wharf, mill, farm/barn, and Manor House, examining documents and artifacts along 
the way. 
 
Selected Resources 
· Berlin, Ira. Many Thousands Gone: The First Two Centuries of Slavery in North America. Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press, 1998. 
· Carretta, Vincent, ed. Unchained Voices: An Anthology of Black Authors in the English Speaking World of 

the 18th Century. Lexington, KY: University of Kentucky Press, 1996. 
· Davis, Thomas J. A Rumor of Revolt: The Great Negro Plot in Colonial New York. New York: Free Press, 

1985. 
· Higginbotham, A. Leon Jr. In the Matter of Color: Race & The American Legal Process, The Colonial Period. 

New York: Oxford University Press, 1978. 
· Hodges, Graham Russell and Alan E. Brown, eds. Pretends to be Free: Runaway Slave Advertisements from 

Colonial New York and New Jersey. New York: Garland Press, 1994. 
· Hodges, Graham Russell. Root and Branch: African Americans in New York and East Jersey 1613-1863. 

Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1999. 
· Thornton, John. Africa and Africans in the Making of the Atlantic World, 1400-1680. New York: Cambridge 

University Press, 1992. 
· William-Myers, A.J. Long Hammering: Essays on the Forging of an African American Presence in the 

Hudson River Valley to the Early Twentieth Century. Trenton, NJ: African World Press, 1994. 
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